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Name:_____________________________      Teacher:_____________________ 
 
Date:______________________________      Reading informational texts  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Directions: Today you will be taking a short test using what you have learned about reading nonfiction 
texts.  
 


1) (RI.4.1) Below you will see the title, a photograph, and caption from a nonfiction article. What do 
you think this article will be mostly about? 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


Lesson Quick Codes for this set: LZ1763, LZ1764, LZ1765, LZ1766, LZ1767, LZ178 
 
Common Core State Standards addressed: RI.4.1, RI.4.2, RI.4.4 
 
Lesson Text: “The Great Chicago Fire” by Michael A. Signal 
 
Assessment Text: “Ever Wondered How Halloween Got Started?” by Dr. Howard Bennett  
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2) (RI.4.1) Now read the article, “Ever Wondered How Halloween Got Started?”. As you read, keep 
track of your thoughts and questions below. (Hint: You may want to use these sentence starters as 
guides: “I wonder why…”, “Something I thought was cool was…”, “I want to learn more about…”) 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


 
3) (RI.4.2)  What is the main idea of the paragraph below?  


 
 


 
 
 
 


 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


 
4) (RI.4.4) Use context clues from the paragraph above to determine the meaning of the word 


“origin.” Rewrite the sentence below using your own definition. 
 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


  


The origin of trick-or-treating is not well understood. Some people 
think it began with a custom called souling, when the poor went to 
people’s homes begging for soul cakes, round pieces of bread with 
currants. In return for treats, the beggars would pray to help the 
recently deceased (dead) enter Heaven.  
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5) What is the main idea of the article, “Ever Wondered How Halloween Got Started?” 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


 
6) (RI.4.1) Imagine that your teacher has asked you to quiz one of your classmates about 


information from the article, “Ever Wondered How Halloween Got Started?” Write down three 
questions that you could use to quiz a classmate. (Hint: you may want to use the question starters 
“who,” “what”, “where”, “why”, or “when” to help you get started) 
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7) Why do you think Dr. Howard Bennett wrote the article, “Ever Wondered How Halloween Got 
Started?” Use specific evidence and examples from the text to support your answer. 
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